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of keen interest and growing appreciation for the student of the Old Testa- 
ment, and should have a place in every up-to-date library. 

R. H. Mode 
The University or Chicago 



Modern Research as Illustrating the Bible. The Schweich Lec- 
tures, 1908. By S. R. Driver, D.D., Litt.D. London: Oxford 
University Press, 1909. viii+95 pages. 3s. 

In view of the fact that the three lectures published in this volume are 
the introductory course of lectures on the Schweich foundation, 1 Professor 
Driver saw fit, "firstly (Lecture I) to give some account of the progress 
that had been made during the past century in the principal branches of 
research enumerated in the trust deed, and afterward (Lectures II and III) 
to give an outline of the new knowledge respecting Palestine which had 
been obtained recently, partly from the inscriptions, and partly from the 
excavations in Palestine itself, which had formed during the last ten years 
such an important and interesting development of archaeological investiga- 
tion." The first half of the book, therefore, summarizes the results of 
the travels, explorations, and excavations carried on in Egypt, Babylonia, 
Arabia, and the countries which were occupied by the more immediate 
neighbors of ancient Israel, while the second half takes up more in detail 
the excavations in Canaan itself. 

Although necessarily but a rapid survey of the results of these excava- 
tions, etc., upon the interpretation of the Bible, this book is especially 
welcome as the work of one who is primarily a biblical scholar. Of the 
vast number of books, pamphlets, and articles upon the light which the 
excavations, especially those in Assyria and Babylonia, have thrown upon 
the Old Testament, the majority have been written, not by Old Testament 
scholars, but by Assyriologists or theologians. Most of the former are 
pan-Babylonians — Winckler and his school — who see in Israel nothing 
but a small border state dominated politically and intellectually by Baby- 
lonia, and in the Old Testament a mere reflection of the Babylonian Welt- 
anschauung. The latter gladly accept some or all of the "results" of the 
excavations, but succeed in harmonizing them with the traditional inter- 
pretation of the Old Testament. Both parties seem to be agreed upon 
one point, namely, that archaeology has completely overthrown the 

1 The Schweich Trust was founded in 1907 in memory of the late Leopold Schweich 
of Paris. The trust fund is to be devoted "to the furtherance of research in the 
archaeology, art, history, languages, and literature of ancient civilization with refer- 
ence to biblical study." 
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"theories" of the critics. Professor Driver gives us the plain statements 
of the inscriptions, and, when they agree with the parallel records of the 
Old Testament, notes the agreement. But when they do not agree, he 
makes no attempt to harmonize or explain away the disagreement, nor 
does he seek to discredit the inscriptions by telling us that the Assyrian 
and Babylonian kings were wicked, cruel, self-seeking, and therefore their 
accounts are not reliable. It must be confessed that Professor Driver 
lays too little rather than too much stress upon the influence of Babylonia 
upon Israel. But as he says, the question is too large a one to take up 
in these lectures, and he therefore merely states his conclusion that this 
"influence was real, but not extensive, and confined to externals." 

The discussion of the early history of Canaan as learned from the 
Tell el-Amarna letters and the Egyptian inscriptions is excellent. The 
criticism of the biblical accounts of the Exodus in view of the inscrip- 
tions of Merneptah and other Pharaohs, might have been more radical. 
But here too it may be wiser to hold "our judgment in suspense." 

In the second half of the book which takes up the excavations at Tell el- 
Hesy, the ancient Lachish, Gezer, Taanach, Jericho, and other Palestinian 
mounds, especial attention is given to the "religious antiquities" — high- 
places, mazzebahs, figures of the goddess Ashtoreth, human sacrifices, 
foundation sacrifices, lamp and bowl deposits, and other objects which have 
to do with the cults of the ancient inhabitants of Canaan. Beyond any 
doubt the excavations in Palestine itself afford us the best means of under- 
standing the early religion of Israel as well as its later development. For 
they demonstrate clearly that there was no abrupt break between the 
Canaanite and Israelite civilizations, but that the latter superseded the 
former only after a struggle which spread over centuries, and by a con- 
quest by assimilation rather than by arms. This conclusion had been 
arrived at by a critical study of the Old Testament itself even before exca- 
vations in Palestine were begun. The excavations have not only demon- 
strated the correctness of this conclusion, but they have furnished the 
means of reconstructing a fairly accurate picture of the Canaanite civiliza- 
tion and reEgion. And thus we understand better than ever before the 
meaning of the protests of the prophets against "following after Baal." 

Professor Driver justly criticizes many of the interpretations of Old 
Testament passages suggested by the excavators in Palestine on the strength 
of the results of their excavations. This suggests the last point to be 
made in this review, namely, the necessity of subjecting the results of the 
excavations to the critical examination of Old Testament scholars. The 
excavators are either by nature, or in some cases, by necessity, too apt to 
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be ultra-conservative. But just as the critical student of the Old Testa- 
ment is more likely to see the bearing of the results of the excavations 
upon the interpretation of the Old Testament, so the critical historian 
must be appealed to for the correct interpretation of the historical move- 
ments underlying the different strata brought to light by the excavator. 
The important historical problem today is to trace the movements of the 
Mediterranean peoples, of whom the Philistines were a part, in Palestine, 
and to determine their influence. 

D. D. LUCKENBILL 

The University of Chicago 



How God Has Spoken: Or, Divine Revelation in Nature, in Man, 
in Hebrew History, and in Jesus Christ. By John Wilson, 
M.A., D.D. Edinburgh: Clark; New York: Scribner, 1909. 
xvi + 344 pages. $2 . 00. 

From his exile home in Switzerland the author pours forth his soul 
in glowing language regarding "the unfolding process of divine revelation 
in its successive stages and progressive unity." Forced to abandon regular 
pastoral work on account of ill health, he has found among the Alps pro- 
longed life and has used his time with profit. His style is easy, flowing, and 
at times eloquent, and his spirit is religious and enthusiastic. His task 
is to answer the question: "How far is the character of the God depicted 
in the Christian revelation commensurate with the grandeur of the material 
cosmos, as exhibited in the most recent results of science ? " 

In working out our thesis, we obtain glimpses of a great purpose unfolding 
from age to age, alike in the molecular constitution of matter; in the origin, 
growth, and decay of solar systems; in the emergence and maintenance of life; 
in the nature and history of man, especially in Hebrew history; and in the advent 
of One who has been declared to be the manifestation in human form of that 
divine Logos, who was the agent in creation and the basis and prototype of all 
divine revelation (pp. vii, viii). 

The five parts are as follows: "Revelation of God in Nature," " Revela- 
tion of God in Man's Nature," "Revelation of God in Hebrew Religion," 
"Revelation of God by Incarnation," "Revelation of God in the Atone- 
ment." The conclusion is that the successive stages of revelation are 
closely linked together; that the Hebrew revelation, though imperfect, 
presented a loftier view of the character of God than did any preceding or 
contemporary religion; and that in Christ we find the culmination of the 
divine revealing purpose. 

The author cherishes the hope that his book "may be found a useful 
compendium of information, and especially that some earnest souls among 



